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Right to left back row: Ben Roe, Ogle County State’s Attorney; Patrick Griffin, National Center for Juvenile Justice; Mike Dale, Director of Focus House; Joe Cocozza, National Center for Mental Health and Juvenile Justice; Judge George Timberlake, Chief Judge (retired) & Consultant for Models of Change; Lisa Jacobs, Program Manager for Models for Change. Right to left front row: Greg Martin, Ogle County Director of Court Services; Kathleen Kauffmann, Ogle County Associate Judge; Sherri Egan, Ogle County Juvenile Justice Council Executive Director; and Sally Wolf, Illinois BARJ Project.

Ogle County Juvenile Justice Council Receives National Attention

The Ogle County Juvenile Justice Council was honored to receive a visit from many national experts in the field of Juvenile Justice and Mental Health on January 22nd. Representatives from the MacArthur Foundation and the National Center for Mental Health and Juvenile spent the day discussing juvenile needs and programming in Ogle County with the Executive Board of the Juvenile Justice Council. Sherri Egan, Executive Director of The Ogle County Juvenile Justice Council said “We are proud to be recipient of a grant from the MacArthur Foundation. The grant was awarded to the Council in 2006 as part of the Foundation’s ‘Models for Change’ initiative that supports promising models of juvenile justice reform. Ogle County is one of four ‘pilot’ sites funded in Illinois.” 

The Council is lead by Chairman Ben Roe, Ogle County State’s Attorney, and receives strong support from many community leaders such as: Kathleen Kauffmann, Associate Judge; Kim James, Supervisor of Sinnissippi Centers; Greg Beitel, Ogle County Sherriff; and Greg Martin, Director of Court Services. Ben Roe explained, “These individuals along with many others chair and participate on committees that are developing programs that address juvenile delinquency issues through prevention, intervention and diversionary measures. The council is still looking for community leaders from recreational facilities, faith based organizations, local businesses, and even a few high school students to assist in developing programming and alternatives for the youth in our community.”

“The MacArthur Foundation representative’s are pleased with our progress and hope to continue partnering with Ogle County to create a model that can be used to inspire other communities that are facing similar juvenile concerns. Many people in our community might be surprised to find out how many of our families are struggling with raising their children while educating and protecting them from the negative influences that can lead to juvenile delinquency,” stated Juvenile Justice Council Executive Director, Sherri Egan. 
